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Tlahuanaco was a most holy city and was so regarded
in Incan folk-lore and legends. Moreover, according
to Garcllasso de la Vega, who doubtless had It from
Ms Incan mother, Tialiuaiiaco was occupied for con-
siderable periods by the Ineas. Garcilasso even goes
further and claims that the name, Tiahuanaeo, was
not the original name of the city, but was bestowed
upon it by the Incas. According to him, a fleet-
footed courier brought a message from Cuzco to the
Inca at Tiahuaiiaeo, and the latter, addressing the
weary messenger as "Guanaco" in complimentary
comparison with the famed speed of the guanaco,
requested him to be seated, using the words efTiayy
Guanaco fj (Be seated, Guanaco.)
This explanation of the origin of the name is far-
fetched and unreasonable. In the first place, the
guanaco is not found in Bolivia, but is a native of
southern Chile, and the Inca would hare been far
more likely to have compared his messenger to the
vicuna, with which he was familiar, than to the
guanaco. Moreover, the word guanaco is of Ma-
puche and not Quichua derivation, while finally,
guanaco has the accent on the penultimate syllable,
whereas huanaco has the first syllable accented. As
a matter of fact, the origin of the name, TIAHIJANACO
or TIAMUANACU is quite obvious and very simple.
In the Hualla (ancient Quichua) language,
Tiudnacu means dead, and tihudnacu would signify a
place of the dead or a dead city. The name was un-
doubtedly bestowed by the Incans, just as the ruins
of Chawin were so called owing to the fact that they
were the work of past or dead persons, chawi mean-
ing literally "a body that has lost its life (density)"